Management of closed head injury in the patient with maxillofacial trauma.
Closed head injury (CHI) affects approximately one in five patients who sustain facial fractures. The effects can range from simple loss of consciousness to coma and death. The high incidence of CHI in the facial trauma population and the potential for mortality and neurologic morbidity make it a distinct concern of the practicing oral and maxillofacial surgeon. This article discusses the evaluation, monitoring, and management of CHI and includes special consideration of the treatment of maxillofacial injuries in these patients.